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PRO  ARTE  CHAMBER  ORCHESTRA    
CONCLUDES  2015-16  SUBSCRIPTION  SEASON  WITH    

DANCE  WITH  THE  STARS     
Saturday,  May  7     8pm     Sanders  Theatre    

  
Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra is pleased to announce the final subscription concert of the 2015-16 

season with Dance with the Stars, presenting pieces written for the ballet by Stravinsky and 

Ginastera, paired with the seldom performed Concerto for Harmonica and Orchestra by 

Alexander Tcherepnin, featuring harmonica virtuoso Robert Bonfiglio.  We also share the stage 

on this program with the Conservatory Lab Charter School Dudamel O rchestra, with Pro 

Arte Music Director emerita Gisèle Ben-Dor at the podium.   

 

Igor Stravinsky composed the ballet Pulcinella in 1920. Based on an 18th-century commedia 

dell  piece, it was commissioned for the Paris Opera by Sergei Diaghilev. Stravinsky 

reimagined the older score by borrowing specific themes and textures, interjecting modern 

rhythms, cadences and harmonies, and the result is often considered to be the first piece of 

Stravinsky's neoclassical  period.  When Stravinsky later turned the ballet into a concert suite 

he selected 11 movements from the original 18, replacing the vocal solos with instrumental 

passages. It is in this form, as well as in Stravinsky's transcriptions for violin or cello with piano 

(under the title Suite Italienne), that the work has achieved its greatest popularity. 

 

Estancia (Ranch) is an orchestral suite and one-act ballet by Argentine composer Alberto 

Ginastera.  Written in 1941, the work 

homeland through its references to gaucho literature, rural folk dances, and urban concert music. 

Estancia did not premiere as a ballet until after World War II; in the interim, Ginastera extracted 

four dances from the score for use as a concert suite, which is the form in which it is most often 

  



heard.  The concluding movement, Danza final (Malambo)  inspired by the flamboyant 

malambo dance of the Arge   

 

Alexander T cherepnin composed his Concerto for Harmonica and Orchestra in 1953 for the 

late harmonica wizard John Sebastian. Tcherepnin himself quite accurately labeled his music 

from 1950 on as "synthesis": he was involved in a conscious effort to consolidate and develop all 

the previous elements of his style into something more simplified. He was not a believer in his 

fellow countryman Stravinsky  rule that every piece should be a masterpiece; and, partly as a 

respite from his more serious efforts, he enjoyed creating occasional crowd-pleasers like the 

rousing Symphonic March of 1951 and this Harmonica Concerto. Harmonica virtuoso Robert 

Bonfiglio, once described by the music critic for the Los Angeles Times, as "the Paganini of the 

harmonica," has performed internationally with over 200 major orchestras including the 

Minnesota Orchestra, Edmonton Symphony, Rotterdam Philharmonic, the Mexico City 

Philharmonic, as well as the Pittsburgh Symphony, the National Symphony, Indianapolis 

Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, Boston Pops, New York Pops, and the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic.   

 

For this concert, Pro A rte will also be joined by the Dudamel O rchestra of the Conservatory 

Lab Charter School. The Dudamel Orchestra is part of the unique E l Sistema program, 

designed to effect social change and nurture promising futures for underserved communities 

through intensive, ensemble-focused music education.  And, as always, we are grateful for the 

presence on the podium of Gisèle Ben-Dor, who leads our concert with her typical style and 

verve. 

  

C A L E ND A R L IST IN G 
Saturday May 7, 8:00pm  D A N C E W I T H T H E ST A RS 
Sanders Theatre    Conducted by Pro Arte Music Director Emerita Gisèle Ben-Dor 
Cambridge    Featuring Robert Bonfiglio, harmonica 
     Dudamel O rchestra  
     Stravinsky, Suite from Pulcinella     

Ginastera, Estancia    
Tcherepnin, Concerto for Harmonica and Orchestra   

   
Single tickets: $20 - $73 

For ticket orders: 
617-779-0900 - www.proarte.org  

O R 
Sanders Theatre Box office 

617-494-2222 - www.boxoffice.harvard.edu 

http://www.proarte.org/
http://www.boxoffice.harvard.edu/

